
ADA = 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design (built environment).   
MDE = U.S. Access Board Standards for Accessible Medical Diagnostic Equipment, 36 CFR 
Part 1195 (examination chair), adopted by HHS and the DOJ.

This audit is intended as a tool and is not legal advice. It is the owner’s responsibility to ensure 
compliance with the ADA, the MDE Standards, and applicable local building codes.

Examination Room ADA Compliance Checklist
For built-environment items, criteria derive from the 2010 ADA 
Standards for Accessible Design. For examination chair items, 
criteria derive from the U.S. Access Board Standards for Accessible 
Medical Diagnostic Equipment (MDE, 36 CFR Part 1195), adopted 
as enforceable by HHS (Section 504) and the DOJ (ADA Title II).

Am I Required 
to be ADA Compliant? 
2 Min Questionnaire

Exam Room Entry and Access

 	 Door Width
	 At least 32” wide when the door is open to 90°.

 	 Threshold
	 No higher than ½ inch; beveled for smooth access.
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Exam Room Layout and Space

	 Room Size
	 Minimum 60” in diameter or 60×60” of clear floor space for 

wheelchair turning 180°.

	 Clear Pathways
	 Pathways should be at least 36” wide, unobstructed by 

equipment or furniture.

 	 Access to All Areas
	 Ensure patient can access all areas, including exam chair, sink, 

and medical equipment.

	 Flooring
	 Smooth, non-slip, easy-to-clean flooring; avoid carpet.

Examination Chair

	 Height-Adjustable Examination Chair
	 Adjustable to a low transfer height of 17”–19”, a high transfer 

height of at least 25”, plus at least 4 intermediate heights spaced 
1” minimum apart. Measured from the floor to the top of the 
uncompressed transfer surface.

	 Transfer Support
	 Sturdy transfer support for patient transfer which meet the MDE 

Standards.

	 Transfer Surface
	  At least 21” wide × 17” deep for M302 exam chairs and at least a 

28” wide x 17” deep for M301 exam tables.

	 Leg Supports
	 Where stirrups are required, leg supports which meet the MDE 

Standards.

	 Two Transfer Sides
	 Provides transfer on two adjoining sides (front and side) of the 

transfer surface or opposing sides for chairs with a footrest.

	 Clear Space Around Chair
	 At least 30×48” of clear floor space around the exam chair for 

patient entry, exit and transfer.

Sink and Counter Top Accessibility

	 Sink Height
	 Sink or counter surface must be no higher than 34” above the 

floor.

	 Clearance Under Sink
	 Provide at least 27” of vertical knee clearance, 30” of width, and 

11–25” of depth.

	 Faucets and Controls
	 Use lever-operated, push, touch-type, or sensor-operated 

controls; they must be usable with one hand and without tight 
grasping or twisting.

Qualified Staff

	 Staff Assistance
	 Train staff on how to assist patients with  

disabilities, especially for transfers and  
positioning.
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